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IN THESE WORRYING 
TIMES... YOUR FAMILY 

COMES FIRST
Making your WILL is one of the most 

important and loving things you can do 
for your family... it gives them - and you - 

vital peace of mind

Our professional, friendly, local staff 
come to your home at a time to suit you 

and will explain our full range of services 
to suit your particular circumstances.

To arrange an appointment please call
0845 0573254

www.accordwills.co.uk
• PROTECTIVE PROPERTY TRUSTS 
• LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
• STORAGE • CHILDRENS TRUSTS 

• PROBATE SERVICES/FAMILY PROTECTION WILLS

• New & Approved Used Cars 
• MOT Test 
• Servicing 
• Choice Of Over 200 Cars In Group Stock!

www.bathhonda.co.uk
Bath Honda Prior Park Road, BA2 4NF 01225 458 769

Bath Honda
Part of the HSH Motor Group

Say hello to 
the new range 
at Bath Honda

PROUD 
SUPPORTER OF 
THE WIDCOMBE 
ASSOCIATION

Bath Honda, 
for all your motoring needs.

733531 HSH Bath A5.indd   1 28/03/2017   12:21

Classes at Widcombe Social Club 
Thursday 9.15am



6     AUTUMN - WINTER 2018 AUTUMN - WINTER 2018     7

Walking along Prior Park Road 
in early August I was intrigued 
to see a group of young people 

with spades and forks and pushing 
wheelbarrows, heading towards Widcombe 
Social Club. It turned out they were 
taking part in the National Citizen Service 
programme, a scheme for 15 to 17-year olds 
funded by the government, colleges and 
other organisations to promote confidence, 
leadership and independence skills. Life 
skills, if you like, and certainly those 
valued by future employers. Residential 
weeks away from home and team-building 
activities conclude with a one-week 
community or social action project, and 
you can read what one such team did for 
Widcombe Social Club on page 11

As we mark the centenary of the end of the 
First World War, the Widcombe Association 
is organising a walk through Widcombe to 
see how the war affected this part of Bath. 
Ian Gilchrist will lead the walk, telling the 

stories of people who 
left to fight and those 
who chose not to, and 
of those who were 
left behind. It’ll be a 
fascinating if poignant 
walk. Widcombe 
walks are always 
oversubscribed so be 
sure to book a place 
now.

Our Widcombe Life pages celebrate events 
in one of the hottest summers we have 
had. The Midsummer Party on the Parade 
and Alexandra Picnic in the Park shared 
the same day in July but there was time 
to enjoy both, and of course the photos 
capture other occasions too. 

We highlight events to look forward to this 
autumn but there are others in the pipeline 
for early spring, and do remember we are 
always pleased to hear from you with your 
news and ideas of what you would like to 
see happening in Widcombe. ■ Liz Jeffreys, 
Editor

Editor’s LetterLife is... inspiring

OPEN DOOR DAYS
Friday 1 March 2019
Friday 3 May 2019
Both events: 9:30 - 11:30am

EVERY DAY IS AN OPEN DAY
Contact us for a personal tour
Tel: 01225 310837

www.priorparkschools.com

Garden club visit to Whitewood Lodge, Whitchurch, on a vintage London Bus
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Seeing children playing in the street 
in front of their homes was once a 
common sight but these days busy 

roads and general concerns about safety 
have made it almost impossible. 
Now, however, a Bristol-based not-for-
profit organization called ‘Playing Out’ is 
working to bring street play back. The idea 
is that residents can apply to their council 
to close their road to traffic for a few hours 
each month. So far over 600 streets across 
the country are taking part, including two 
here in Widcombe – Alexandra Road and 
Pulteney Grove.
Eva Spain, who lives in Alexandra Road 
with her partner and two young children 
was keen to get involved when they moved 
to the area two years ago. ‘Children are 
missing out on vital physical activity, 
friendship and freedom’, she says, ‘It’s a 
loss not just for children but for people of 
all generations and for the neighbourhoods 
they live in too’. 
Eva is happy to help if you’d like more 
information and support with applying 
to the council and getting your road 
closed. Contact spaineva@yahoo.co.uk. 
Information and ideas are also available on 
the Playing Out website: playingout.net 

The Carers’ Centre, the Bath based 
charity for those looking after 
someone without pay, has recently 

started a monthly ‘Carers’ Café’ at The 
Secret Garden Café at Prior Park Garden 
Centre.
‘It’s an opportunity for carers to meet others 
in a similar situation,’ says Sue Bricknell 
who lives in Widcombe and works at the 
Centre. ‘Many people may be carers without 
realising it, just thinking they’re getting on 
with looking after a parent or a child with 
additional needs perhaps, but caring can 
have a real impact on a person’s emotional 
wellbeing and can feel quite isolating. Just 
chatting to someone who’s going through 
something similar can feel enormously 
helpful. And, of course, there are many 
children who care for a parent.’
Support Officer, Lyndsay Willis, will be 
there to meet carers on the third Tuesday of 
the month from 10.00am. Drop in for a cup 
of tea and an informal chat and learn about 
other ways in which the Carers’ Centre 
can offer free support, from providing 
information and counselling to activities 
and breaks. 
For information on joining the Carers’ 
Centre and receiving a newsletter four times 
a year contact 0800 0388 885 or email 
info@banescarerscentre.org.uk or visit 
banescarerscentre.org.uk  

Widcombe News
Improving Widcombe

How do you think Widcombe can 
be improved?  We want your ideas 
on how Widcombe can be a more 

vibrant place to live and work.   This is the 
Widcombe Association’s main purpose.
Amazingly it has been three years since 
the new road scheme to divert most of the 
traffic out of the Parade was completed.  
The council agreed some further changes 
which finally took place in May this year 
(see picture of work in progress at the 
White Hart junction).  Some steps in the 
right direction but it is clear that funding 
constraints mean that there is minimal 
budget available for anything else.  It is 
up to our community to do what we can to 
make those little improvements that make 
Widcombe a better place.
Widcombe Parade has had most of the 
attention but we would like thoughts on 
the whole of the historic parish.  Where are 
those forgotten corners?
These are some ideas we are considering. 
What do you think?  What should our 
priorities be? What have we missed?
•	 Making the renovated pedestrian subway 

more inviting (e.g. with art)
•	 Public footpaths across the ward

•	 Improved signage for the cycle path / 
shared spaces

•	 Ideas to reduce traffic going the wrong way 
up the Parade

•	 Supporting ‘Playing Out’ in Alexandra 
Road and other streets 

•	 Turning the White Hart telephone box 
into a flower display

•	 ‘Welcome to Widcombe’ signs (replacing 
confusing courtesy signs)

•	 Summer flowers in the Parade

•	 Footpaths and planting at the west end of 
the Parade (by Kitchens of Bath)

•	 Keeping litter under control

•	 Improvements to the riverside and canal 
paths

•	 Clearer signs to Widcombe from the 
station / City centre

■ Jeremy Boss, Chair of the Widcombe 
Association

A new Carers’ Café‘Playing out’ comes to 
Widcombe

Calendar 
2020 

The next 
Widcombe 
Calendar 

will be published in 2020. Any 
photographs you would like to submit 
for this and for cards should be sent to 
widcombephoto@gmail.com Please contact us with your ideas (email: chairman@widcombeassociation.org.uk or call 

Bath 484794) or let me know if you would like to be involved.
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Widcombe News

Over recent years, Bath and North 
East Somerset Council has received 
numerous complaints about 

parking from residents in Greenway 
Lane, Lyncombe Vale Road, Lyncombe 
Vale, Rosemount Lane and Perrymead. 
In response the Council is suggesting the 
introduction of a Residents Parking Zone, 
either by the extension of an established 
Zone, or by the introduction of a new one. 

Bath and North East Somerset Council 
asked the Widcombe Association to conduct 
a survey of residents to determine the 
degree of support for the designation of a 
new or expanded Residents Parking Zone 
covering these roads.

The response to the survey showed that 55% 
of all households supported greater control 
over parking, and 52% a Residents Parking 
Zone. Even on roads that show the least 
level of support there are pockets of concern 
about the availability of roadside parking 
for residents. The likely introduction of a 

Residents Parking Zone in Bear Flat and 
Alexandra Park will increase the need for 
greater parking control across the survey 
area. 

The full report has been submitted to the 
Council. If the Council decides to proceed, 
a draft scheme will be prepared and 
put to an extensive public consultation 
process. The report is available on 
the Widcombe Association’s website: 
widcombeassociation.org.uk/parking-
survey-for-lyncombe-vale-perrymead-and-
greenway-published/    ■ Michael Wrigley

DIAGRAM SHOWING THE SURVEY 
AREA AND EXISTING ZONES.

Red hatch – the survey area

Blue hatch – the proposed residents 
parking zone for Bear Flat and Alexandra 
Park.

Solid pink – the existing Zone 3 for 
Widcombe.

Widcombe Social Club 
Riverside Garden 

This summer Widcombe Social 
Club (WSC) hosted several teams 
of young people working towards 

their National Citizen Service award, 
writes Nella Stokes. For their social action 
week one team chose a project the WSC 
had suggested which was to tidy up the 
very overgrown riverside area to start to 
make it a useable space for customers. 
A group of 12 young people and two team 
leaders arrived at the end of July and 
set about the task with enthusiasm.  The 
first day was spent clearing the area. The 
second day the group bought materials 
they had raised funds for, laying a weed 
suppressant membrane the following 
day and organising a fund- raising bingo 
session to buy further materials. By Day 
Four there were dramatic improvements, 
with gravel paths and bark chip areas plus 
planters made and installed. Day Five saw 
the finishing touches - solar powered fairy 
lights and way-finder lights plus some art 
work and an improvised seat and table.
‘Their approach and carry through truly 
bowled us over’, says Nella.  ‘Their aim 
was to establish a wellbeing garden 
stimulated and influenced by Headlights, 
which is a charity working on positive 
mental health. They certainly achieved 
everything they set out to do and more 
and WSC has greatly benefited from their 
efforts’.

Work Begins on Subway 

Work on refurbishing the subway 
at the bottom of the Wellsway 
began in September. It will be 

closed for at least three months. Pedestrians 
are advised to use the Halfpenny Bridge 
crossing or the crossing further up the 
Wellsway. Allow extra time for your 
journey! Budding local artists should 
contact Helen Peter of the Sort Our Subway 
Streetscape team with ideas for suitable 
artwork to go in the subway.

Parking Survey in Greenway Lane, Lyncombe 
and Perrymead

Station noise for residents

‘Earpiercing’ screams as trains 
enter Bath Spa station are causing 
noise problems in Widcombe. 

Residents from Holloway to Southcot place 
have formed a noise group. Network Rail 
say they are looking into the problem of 
screeching rails but the announcements are 
the responsibility of GWR. 
Anyone wishing to complain should write to
Arron Judd at Network Rail on Arron.
Judd@networkrail.co.uk. Or  Helen Peter, 
Streetscape,Widcombe Association

Launch of the 
Community Boat

The picture shows the launch of the 
Community Boat in Widcombe in 
September. Supported by the Canal 

and River Trust, Waterspace Partnership 
and Bath City Forum, the boat is manned 
by a volunteer crew and will be used to help 
clean and maintain the river and canal in 
the Bath area.



Jessica Palmer
Turn your ideas into a paper cut design with

Looking for a gift for a friend or your family?

If you are thinking about 
commissioning a paper art 
piece, please give me a call 
for an informal chat.

o7701 024 530
www.jessicapalmerart.com
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Widcombe Bobby wins 
‘Pride’ award. 

Widcombe Beat Manager, PC 
Martyn Bridges, has been 
presented with a ‘Pride’ award 

by Police and Crime Commissioner, Sue 
Mountstevens, for his work in tackling a 
particular instance of anti-social behaviour. 
‘The community was suffering noise 
nuisance, rubbish being thrown into the 
street and fires being started, says Helen 
Peter of the Widcombe Association, who 
made the nomination. ‘PC Bridges strove 
to engage with everyone and help and 
support all those involved.’ Her nomination 
describes PC Bridges as ‘superb at his job’ 
and ‘never stinting of his own time and 
energy’ and she adds, ‘Martyn is friendly 
and approachable - everything you’d want a 
bobby to be’.
PC Bridges paid tribute to the work of the 
beat team, the Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) 

team and the cooperation of the community 
who worked together with other agencies to 
resolve the problems.
The awards will be back in November 
and if you know of someone whose work 
goes above and beyond the call of duty 
nominations can be made through: 
avonandsomerset-pcc.gov.uk/Take-Part/
PCCs-Pride-Awards.aspx 

Photo courtesy of Avon and Somerset Police
Cllr Ian Gilchrist, PC Martyn Bridges, Helen Peter

11  WID C OMBE PAR ADE,  BATH,  BA2 4JT
TEL 01225  422078

WWW.CURTAINEXCHANGEBATH.C O.UK
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Widcombe Life

Widcombe Parade was bursting 
with sound and colour for the 
Widcombe Midsummer Party 

on 1 July. Bells rang-in the day and the 
crowds were welcomed by the mayor 
of Bath Patrick Anketell-Jones and his 
wife, by local MP Wera Hobhouse and 
Jeremy Boss, the Widcombe Association 
Chairman. 
Local musicians played on four stages. 
There were mummers, puppets, a 
ukulele workshop, theatre and children’s 
entertainment.
Widcombe businesses came out onto the 
streets with colourful stalls piled high with 

mouthwatering treats whilst hostelries 
kept partygoers refreshed throughout the 
day. Chair massages, hand-made soap, 
luxury candles and vintage clothes were 
also available and local charities were out 
in force to showcase the much-valued 
work they do within the community. 
Generous raffle prizes included a balloon 
ride, a golfing day and a voucher for Vibe 
Fitness.
Additional donations from over 2,500 
visitors on the day meant that as well as 
breaking even the party raised a further 
£3,000. This will be shared between the 
ten charities that supported the event.

Photos: by Phil Bendall and Beata Cosgrove

Widcombe Midsummer Party 2018
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Widcombe Life
Widcombe Choir

In May this year, Widcombe Choir 
were invited to perform at the Mayor’s 
Parlour at the invitation of the 

then mayor, Widcombe councillor Ian 
Gilchrist. A tour of the archives followed by 
refreshments ended a much enjoyed visit.

Opera arias in a 
Widcombe Garden

An evening in August stoic WA 
members braved the weather to 
listen to soprano Maria Danishvar 

Brown.  She introduced the audience to 
some of opera’s most famous characters, 
completing their story by singing one of 
the arias for which they are best known.
By kind permission of Chris and 
Catherine May. Proceeds will be 
shared between the charity Unseen and 
improving Widcombe.

Alexandra Park Picnic

Ahot July day saw another 
successful picnic in Alexandra 
Park. A novelty dog show, tug of 

war competition, fitness demonstration 
and four live bands kept everyone 
entertained and for children there was 
also face painting, a fancy-dress parade 
and traditional games. The day ended 
with a rip-roaring set from The Blues 
Others, which had everyone dancing on 
their feet. Lyncombe Vale Garden 

Trail

On a blisteringly hot Sunday 
afternoon in July five residents 
opened their gardens to WA 

members and their guests. Home baked 
cakes and tea were served afterwards in a 
shady spot, much to the relief to all who 
came along. The money raised, £258, was 
donated to Dorothy House.

In recognition of their work in bringing about 
the Rossiter Road scheme members of the 
Widcombe Association were invited to attend 
a Buckingham Palace Garden Party. From left 
to right Richard & Sue Wales, Mike & Pippa 
Wrigley, Liz & Paddy Doyle and Beverley Wallis 
& Jeremy Boss.

Ralph Oswick celebrated his 70th Birthday at the 
Widcombe Social Club.

Gardens come in all shapes and sizes …

Widcombe Wobblers cycle ride to Saltford Brass 
Mills

Garden club visit to Whitewood Lodge, 
Whitchurch, on a vintage London Bus
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What’s On

Helen Yemm 
Thursday 15 November 
Widcombe Social Club 
7.30pm, doors open at 7pm

Widcombe Garden Club presents 
Helen Yemm as their guest 
speaker this Autumn.

Helen, ‘a passionate muddy-gloves-and-
wellies gardener’, is known for her weekly 
Thorny Problems page (an eclectic mix 
of musings and agony-aunt-style garden 
advice) for the Saturday Telegraph. 
She is a garden lecturer and author and 
has presented two series of Gardening 
from Scratch on BBC2 and another BBC 
daytime series, Gardening Week.
Tickets available via the WA website

Widcombe marks the 
end of the First World 
War 
Sunday 14 October 2018 

A walk through Widcombe with Ian 
Gilchrist to see some of the places 
and hear some of the stories which 

are connected to WWI.
Meet at the corner of Pulteney Road and 
Broadway (Royal Oak pub if wet) at 2.15 
pm for 2.30 pm prompt start. Bring an 
umbrella. The walk will only be cancelled 
if the weather is very bad.  There will be 
tea and biscuits at St Thomas’s Church at 
the end. Tickets £6 are available through 
the Widcombe Association.  Tickets are 
limited to 30.

The Magdalen Chapel
Events this Autumn
October  
Friday 5 October  6.00pm 
Harvest Festival and Supper 
(tickets for supper at the chapel)
November 
Saturday 24 November 7.30pm 
Concert with The Chandos Singers 
December 
Saturday 1 December 7.30pm 
Concert with The Jerrome Recorders 
Sunday 16  December 6.30pm 
Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 
Christmas Eve 7.00pm 
Early Midnight Mass & Carols for all the 
family 
Christmas Day 9.00am 
Said Eucharist with Carols 

Visit and talk at the 
Combe Down Stone 
Mines Museum
Thursday 8 November 6.45pm for 
7.00pm

Martin Coulson, chairman of the Combe 
Down Heritage Society, will discuss the 
history of stone mining in Bath. Discover 
the stories of Combe Down stone, the 
material from which the Georgian City 
of Bath was built and learn about Ralph 
Allen, the man behind the enterprise. 
Both are brought to life in the museum, 
a dedicated and vibrant community hub 
on the site where it all began. There 
will be illustrations with lively digital 
presentations, including tools and other 
artefacts retrieved from the mines. The 
lecture will be followed by a glass of wine 
when you will have the opportunity to look 
around the museum.
Tickets £8 to include a glass of wine.
groupspaces.com/WidcombeAssociation/
item/1185295

Widcombe Choir

Here are some of the reasons 
why local people love to sing in 
Widcombe Choir:

• The best bit about Mondays!
• Fun, friendly, good for body and soul
• A really good way to get to know people
• A community; a good singing group
• Supportive, musical, enjoyable
• Does you good, makes many smiles
• Sing and forget the rest of your worries
• Sociable and welcoming 
7.30pm-9.30pm
With a tea break.
Upstairs at Widcombe Social Club 
Widcombe Hill, Bath BA2 6AA
groupspaces.com/WidcombeChoir
Widcombe Choir is affiliated to the 
Widcombe Association

HAIRDRESSING OUTSIDE THE LINES
Choose a salon where everything is personalised for you 

from the hair colour to the music we play
01225 311332     www.bhairdressing.co.uk

bookings@bhairdressing.co.uk
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Saturday 15th December 2018, 7:30 pm 

St Matthew's Church, Widcombe, Bath 
Conductor Tony Shield 

 

Cappella Nova present a concert of carols, music and 
readings to reflect on the Christmas message 

 
£12, under 18s free. Tickets from the Widcombe Association 

www.widcombeassociation.org.uk/events – on sale from 20th October  

 

Charity concert in aid of St. Matthew’s Church Regeneration Project, and the 
Centre for Studies on Inclusive Education (CSIE), a national charity working for 

equality in education 

 

 

www.cappellanova.org.uk 
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What’s On 20 Oct 
The Big Cat 
Fight 2:  Harlem 
Rhythm Cats  
vs. Boxcats!

8 Nov 
Swearalong with 
Withnail & I

 28 Nov 
Tommy Smith’s 
Coltrane  
Quartet

Check our website for more details 
including our regularly updated Events 
Calendar & Daily Timetable. 

31 Dec   
Widcombe  
Social NYE 
Party

Widcombe Social Club  Widcombe Hill, Bath BA2 6AA 
Enquiries: info@widcombesocialclub.co.uk 
Tel: 01225 460 456  www.widcombesocialclub.co.uk

 facebook.com/widcombesocialclub
 @widcombesocialc

25 Oct
Bath Comedy 
Festival: 
Nick Page & 
Support

9 –10 Nov  
CAMRA Beer 
Festival

29 Nov 
Widcombe 
Xmas Lights  
& Bonbon  
Cabaret 

Why not hold your next party here, or organise a special  
event that WSC could host?  We have flexible spaces to suit 
weddings, birthdays, dances, performances, meetings & classes.  
Open to all, members receive 20% discount at the bar. 

30 Oct 
Talisk:  A New 
Generation 
of Scottish Folk 
Musicians

24 Nov 
Bath Charities 
Annual Fair

Upcoming Event 
Highlights

8 Dec
Transmission: 
Indie Dance 
Night

1 Nov 
Evening of  
Mediumship
with Nikki Kitt

 24 Nov 
Soul Shakers: 
It Takes Two! 
ft. James Lambeth & 
Emma Hutchinson

22 Dec   
The Flaming 
Feathers 
Cabaret 
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Widcombe People
A conversation with …
Simon Wynne, landlord 
of The Royal Oak public 
house on Pulteney Road  

Rugby fans and regulars will welcome 
the news that Simon Wynne, 
together with his fiancé, Tracey and 

young daughter Alexandra, has returned as 
landlord of The Royal Oak. 
Simon has lived in Widcombe all his life 
and been a publican for over 25 years. 
Hospitality is in his blood. His parents 
ran a guesthouse called Toad Hall for 
over 30 years in nearby Lime Grove.  The 
area was badly hit in the Bath Blitz, when 
major raids over two nights in April 1942 
killed over 400 people across the city.  
Houses either side of Toad Hall were hit 
but the guesthouse was unscathed.   His 
grandparents also ran a guesthouse, now 
taken over by Simon’s brother, Steve. The 
White Guest House is just across the road 
in Pulteney Gardens.  And Tracey, who 
was once manager at the Ring ’o Bells, is 
herself no stranger to the area having being 
brought up in Broadway, just behind The 
Royal Oak. 
Simon’s first job was as a postman but it 
was not long before he took on the manager 
role at The RAM public house on Widcombe 
Parade. When the then landlord, John 
Harrison left, he didn’t hesitate to take over 
as landlord and for the next 17 years The 
RAM built a widely regarded reputation 
as a traditional pub and rugby bar. Being 
a publican is hard work, however, and in 
2007 Simon decided the time had come to 
take a break. He spent the next six months 
travelling, visiting Asia, Australia and New 
Zealand.
On his return Simon became the landlord 

at The Royal Oak.  It was another long-
term tenancy which lasted eight years, only 
coming to an end because problems with 
roof dilapidations forced him to give up 
the license.  For three years the pub has 
had a succession of landlords who have 
tried different formats from gastro pub to 
karaoke bar. None really worked out and 
earlier this year Simon and Tracey were 
invited to return as landlords.
Simon’s plan for The Royal Oak is simple.  
A traditional pub, with good home cooked 
food at reasonable prices including 
traditional Sunday Roasts. A hospitable 
place for the many visitors staying in local 
guesthouses, or from boats on the nearby 
canal.   Building back his regulars from 
Widcombe and, of course, pre- and post-
match for rugby fans going to the nearby 
Rec.  Televised sports, a pool table and 
a skittle alley that doubles as function 
room, all these will add to the traditional 
formulae.
As to why Simon wants to be a publican, 
his answer is immediate. ‘I enjoy the social 
side, welcoming locals and visitors to this 
wonderful part of Bath. It’s part of my life, 
it’s not just a job”, he says.
Why not visit and see for yourself. 
■ Jeremy Boss

Registered Charity No. 1042559 

 

RICE– The Research Institute for the 
Care of Older People, the 
internationally renowned dementia 
research and treatment centre 
located in the Bath 
 
RICE is dedicated to improving the 
lives of people with dementia, their 
families and carers. Help to transform 
dementia research by helping us 
raise a minimum £1.23m for the 
DementiaPlus Appeal by 2019. This 
campaign will expand and develop 
the RICE Centre and provide further 
innovative research, diagnosis, 
treatment and support for people 
with dementia, their families and 
carers  
 
TO FIND OUT MORE: www.rice.org.uk, 

01225 476  420, 
fundraising@rice.org.uk 

I would like to support RICE and I enclose a cheque 
for £………….. Please return this form to The RICE 
Centre, Royal United Hospital, Combe Park, Bath, 
BA1 3NG 

Name…………………………………………………………………………… 

Address………………………………………………………………………… 

Post 
code………………………….Phone………………………………………… 

Email……………………………………………… 
Date………………………………………………………… 

In order to GIFT AID  your donation you MUST tick 
the box below:  

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income 
Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the 
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.  

I want to GIFT AID this donation to RICE  

I give my consent for RICE to write and thank me  
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Wild in Widcombe  

What an extraordinary summer 
we have had! Widcombe’s 
gardeners will have welcomed 

recent showers after all that baking hot 
weather. Local butterfly experts are 
predicting serious consequences for next 
year, owing to the lack of food plants 
for caterpillars during the drought. It 
seems this is something we will have to 
get used to. Predictions suggest that as 
climate change becomes more pronounced 
southern England will have more hot 
dry summers and mild wet winters, and 
extreme weather events will become more 
frequent.
We can already see the effects by the 
way that the seasons are changing. Many 
spring flowers now appear earlier than we 

have been accustomed to expect, and the 
same is true for arrival dates of migratory 
birds. You can check the facts or become 
a regular recorder of such events with 
Nature’s Calendar (see naturescalendar.
woodlandtrust.com.uk).
Climate change is affecting many different 
groups of species. Among the birds there 
have been some dramatic changes. Some, 
like the blackcap, that used to be only 
summer visitors now stay with us all 
winter. This small grey warbler, with a 
smart cap and fluty song, has become the 
commonest warbler in Widcombe gardens. 
Last winter we had a pair of them hogging 
our feeders, even driving off the resident 
robin. They stayed resolutely through the 
worst of the snow. It’s a similar story with 
lesser black-backed gulls which used to go 
south to Portugal and north Africa for the 
winter. Many individuals now stay with us 
for the whole year.
With some birds the whole breeding range 

Hola Widcombe! 

Zippy here once more with warm 
greetings to you all. 
We all hope you’ve had a grooving 

summer – we have! Enjoying the sun is 
something alpacas do really well, and as 
soon as our winter coats are off (usually 
at the beginning of June), we are happy to 
run and play around, or simply lie in the 
sun. On that note, we’d like to thank all 
the lovely people who phoned up to report 
us dead – although we were actually just 
sunbathing (something Jorge finds very, 
very funny). But I would like to extend my 
grateful thanks – it’s nice to know you all 
care.
Bungle has had a (rare) thought and he’d 
like me to pass it on to you. Knowing 
how Widcombe appreciates eating and 
drinking lovely local, seasonal stuff, how 
about adding our abundance of courgettes 
this year to the delicious gin made in 
Widcombe’s very own gin distillery (ah, 

I see where this is going. Bungle is not a 
fan of courgettes – to be honest, neither 
am I, which is a shame as they appear in 
the afternoon tea bucket quite often at the 
moment). I guess other stalwarts of the 
autumn veg patch are used as flavourings 
– rhubarb, blackberries and so on, so 
why not? Bungle is now working on other 
recipe ideas – watch out for Bungle’s Onion 
Cider – he thinks it will go down well at 
Christmas :0)

has moved north, and as a result they have 
become very scarce as breeding species 
in the south of England. The willow 
warbler is a good example. The number 
recorded nesting in the south of England 
has decreased by nearly 70% since 1995. It 
used to be abundant locally around Bath, 
but now we only see them as they move 
through on migration.
In the same way a number of dragonfly 
species have spread progressively further 
north, and other species are moving into 
southern England from the continent.
On the whole we don’t see such dramatic 
changes with our resident garden birds 
which have an extensive breeding range. 
But we do need to provide food and water 
for the birds throughout the year, to 
ensure that they survive hot dry summers, 
as well as prolonged periods of cold 
weather in winter. You will be surprised at 
the variety of species that can be attracted. 
■ David Goode

Long-tailed tits depend on regular food from the feeder when we have snow.

The female blackcap is very distinctive 
with its rusty red cap. 

Photo Credit: David Goode

Out & About
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Widcombe Craft Fair 
Weekend
Widcombe Social Club 
Saturday 17 November 10.30am – 5.00pm
Sunday 18 November 11.00am – 4.00pm

The Widcombe Craft Fair Weekend 
is coming around once again. 
As last year, it will be held at the 

Widcombe Social Club where we feel 
very much at home. Their downstairs bar 
will be providing a café service as well as 
its usual fare. We will be welcoming the 
Widcombe Choir again and once more there 
will be some free distractions for children 
including peaceful colouring and making a 
keyring, with the help of our dried flower 
expert Denise.

This year there is a good crop of new, very 
local talent: Fiona Wiltshire, who works in 
glass; Jenny Wood, who paints gin and wine 
glasses and Marieke Hordyk, whose passion 
is making jewellery.  There are some 
returning friends, such as Charlotte Farmer 
with her quirky prints and needless to say 
there will also be many familiar exhibitors. 
Their details are on our website and on the 
back of our flyer, which will also tell you 
which days people are exhibiting. We look 
forward to seeing you there. Please tell your 
friends.

Art

Image of a wine glass by Jenny Wood
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Prior Park Road, Bath, Bath & N.E. Somerset BA2 4NF
Telephone: (01225) 427175  Fax: (01225) 480576
E-mail: info@priorparkgardencentre.co.uk
www.priorparkgardencentre.co.uk

ring     bells

Under the new direction of chef-patron Dave Giddings, the  
Ring O Bells will be launching its new ‘Small Plates & Steaks’ 
menu from Tuesday 1st August; enabling our customers to enjoy 
the high-quality food they have become accustomed to within a 
laid-back, social-dining environment.

10 Widcombe Parade,  
Bath BA2 4JT

We are also able to offer...

 n Bespoke menus for  
 large events

 n A large function room  
 with private bar

 n Live jazz every Sunday from  
 7pm - 9pm

 n Catering for parties for up to  
	 100	guests 

For bookings: e-mail: contact@ringobellswidcombe.co.uk
Tel: 01225 448870 | www.ringobellswidcombe.co.uk

Ring O Bells.1/4.BL344.indd   1 13/07/2017   12:38

Enjoy high-quality food from the Small Plates and 
Steaks menu, carefully prepared by chef-patron 

Dave Giddings, in a laid-back social dining environment.
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Michael & Liz
wish you a warm welcome at

There’s something for everyone
at Widcombe Baptist Church!

Sundays
10:30 am and 6:30 pm

Coffee Plus
Tuesday
10:30 am - 12:00

Toddlers
Thursday
10:00 am - 11:45 am

Noah’s Ark
Children’s Club
Friday
3:30 pm - 4:45 pm

Lighthouse
Children’s Club
Friday
6:30 pm - 7:45 pm

Transformed
Youth Group
Friday
7:45 pm - 9:30 pm

more info: www.widcombebaptistchurch.org

WIDCOMBE PHARMACY
At Widcombe Pharmacy, 

your health is our 
priority. We aim to offer 

prompt, friendly and 
knowledgeable service. 

We stock a wide range of 
products including herbal/

homeopathic products. 
We also offer

Opening Hours
Mon–Fri

8.30am - 6pm

Sat
9am - 2pm

Widcombe 
Pharmacy are 

pleased to offer WA 
members 10% off 

purchases. 
(excluding NHS 

prescriptions, medicines 
& promotional items)

Tel: 01225 447924

• Free repeat 
prescription collection 
from any surgery in 
Bath - when you run low 
on your medication, call us 
and we can order & collect 
your prescription on your 
behalf. You just pop in and 
collect it from us.

• Free delivery service
• Weekly medicine 

packs - If you or a 
relative find it difficult to 
manage your medication, 
we can take all the strain 
for you and help you 
manage your medication.
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MAGDALEN CHAPEL
Holloway Bath BA2 4PX
www.magdalenchapelbath.co.uk

 Fri 5th Oct 6:00pm – Harvest Festival and Supper
   (tickets for supper at the chapel)
 Sat 24th Nov 7:30pm – Concert with � e Chandos Singers
 Sat 1st Dec 7:30pm – Concert with � e Jerrome Recorders
 Sun 16th Dec 6:30pm – Service of Nine Lessons & Carols
 Christmas Eve 7:00pm – Early Midnight Mass & Carols for all the family
 Christmas Day 9:00am – Said Eucharist with Carols

Chaplain: Fr David Prothero

40  
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JO BRIDGER
NUTRITION

JOIN MY 

FACEBOOK 

GROUP:

www.jobridger.co.uk

‘Eat for health in Bath’

Jonathan Logsdon Architect
Telephone 07790 525 573
info@jlarchitects.co.uk
www.jlarchitects.co.uk

Deep Lock House,
St Matthew’s Place,
Pulteney Road, Bath BA2 4JJ
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Gardening
New beginnings

Moving from Widcombe Hill 
to Perrymead wasn’t a hard 
decision. Four flights of stairs 

had become tiresome and the new dog 
walks and the countryside setting would 
be refreshing. Dusk brought a delightful 
bonus - the spontaneous calling of resident 
owls.
Initially the size of the new garden was an 
issue.  A huge lawn and a relatively small 
patio area prompted plans for a larger 
terraced area where they could enjoy all 
year round colour; something they weren’t 
able to do in their small Widcombe Hill 
garden where tree roots ran like veins 
through the soil making planting up 
difficult.

After intense research, some in Holland 
Park, a carefully chosen local garden 
designer was tasked with the job of 
installing their chosen specimens.
The initial few weeks work involved the 
removal of hundreds of tons of claggy clay 
soil with a mini digger. The new plant 

terraces needed a drainage system to 
prevent them becoming waterlogged prior 
to the delivery of new topsoil.
The planting was designed to minimise the 
impact of the large sloping lawn. Some of 
the original and ambitious plant varieties 
had to be scaled down because of the cost 
of extensive earth removal. However, 
many of the exotic plants they had seen 
including architectural slow-growing 
tree ferns were kept. The colour theme 
of pinks, mauves and blues with the odd 
splash of electric yellow is interesting. 
A variety of ‘switch grass’ Panicum 
virgatum ‘Shenandoah’ forms upright 
clumps of yellow green leaves which 
develop red tips by summer and small, 
red flowers in August. Leucanthemum, 
related to the common daisy, is a familiar 
border plant. It does best in full-sun 
conditions, flowering in the early summer 
with the typical daisy configuration of long 
white petals surrounding a yellow eye. 
In contrast the tall and elegant lavender 
purple flowers of the summer-flowering 
Verbena bonariensis is perfect, bringing 
height to the border and working well 

Widcombe Association Garden Club 2018-2019
Wednesday 
17 October

Kate Collyns 
Started her own market garden business 
three years ago and sells to farm shops, 
cafés, local pubs and restaurants. She 
has written for magazines including The 
Independent magazine, Countryfile and 
Grow Your Own. 

Growing salad leaves all 
year round

Thursday 
15 November

Helen Yemm 
Garden writer and lecturer. She writes a 
weekly column for the Daily Telegraph, 
‘Thorny Problems’, as well as a monthly 
column in the English Garden magazine, 
and appears regularly on the BBC

‘Thorny Problems’
‘Off the Cuff’ Q & A

Wednesday 
16 January

John Tucker New talk

February Spring garden tour Hanham Court Gardens
Hanham Abbots,  Bristol

Wednesday 
20 March

Andrew Tolman Former senior 
gardener at Highgrove Royal Gardens

‘Off the beaten track, hidden 
gems’ Talk about less well-
known great gardens to visit 
around the country, their 
owners, their houses and 
plants in those gardens.

Wednesday 
17 April

Christina Stapley 
Is a medical herbalist and has been 
growing, studying and using herbs for 40 
years. An RHS speaker, she has written 
several books

Herbs for the kitchen

June Summer garden tour Fernbank in Congresbury

with the prairie style planting.  Another 
favourite is Eryngium bourgatii, one of 
the blue-est of the beautiful sea hollies. 
With delicate whorls of spikes around 
the central egg it’s a treat for bees and 
butterflies. The easy to grow Rudbeckia 
hirta ‘Kelvedon Star’, Black-eyed Susan, 
with large daisy type flowers, is a heavy 
bloomer and flowers for months. It’s 
another great plant for adding height 
whilst the brown splashes on intensively 
yellow flowers gives colour and interest to 
beds.  ■ Beverley Wallis
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Spotlight: An occasional 
series on people, places 
and buildings -
‘Captain’ William A Evans

Williams Evans, whose tomb is to 
be found in Perrymead Catholic 
Cemetery, was a legendary Bath 

swimming instructor and overseer of the 
development of swimming at Cleveland 
Baths (now Cleveland Pools). Born in 1822, 
the son of a gardener, Evans worked as a 
bootmaker in the city. However, a tragic 
boating accident on the Avon in 1854, in 
which his three companions drowned, 
is thought to have set him on his future 
mission to teach swimming and life-saving. 
He involved schools in the city, organised 
swimming classes for boys, competitions 
with prestigious prizes donated by 
businessmen, fun events and galas. Massive 
crowds testified to the draw of his eccentric 
nature – he owned a pet baboon – and 
spectacular stunts including Houdini-
style escapology and high diving that was 
headlined in the press as ‘Mr Evans’ Great 
Leap’.

Evans was a master of sensation with a 
popular touch … and a serious vision. He 
lived, unmarried, at the Cleveland Pools 
until his death in 1884. Whether or not he 
was a ‘Captain’ in reality, his achievements 
were exceptional. 

November this year will mark the 
100th anniversary of the ending 
of World War I, an event of such 

magnitude that it does not need me to 
add any more words. But it is worth 
knowing something about the effect 
that it had on Bath, and Widcombe in 
particular. Local historian and author 
Andrew Swift has written an excellent 
book, ‘All Roads Lead to France’, which 
details how the war affected Bath, 
and from this it is possible to pick out 
the many stories large and small of 
Widcombe life. Most notable of course 
are the tales of men who went to fight 
and never came back, or if they did come 
back were changed forever. Mention can 
be made of the actor Nicholas Ridley 
(Private Godfrey in ‘Dad’s Army’) who 
suffered serious injury, and took up 
acting on his return to Bath. But other 
stories can be found, such as the people 
who objected for various reasons to being 
asked to fight and what became of them. 
■ Ian Gilchrist 

For details of Ian’s walk around 
Widcombe, see What’s On pages.

Discover AGA cooking at AGA Bath
12 Widcombe Parade, Bath, BA2 4JT

01225 335237  |  agaliving.com

A Trader’s View 
A	year	has	now	passed	since	the	new	traffic	

scheme was implemented along Widcombe 
Parade and life seems to have settled down well 
and we are all enjoying a more peaceful and calm 
environment. 	Occasionally	we	still	get	traffic	
travelling the wrong way along the street which 
is providing entertainment to customers sitting 
outside	'The	Ram'!

Here at ‘Flamingo', trade has been good and we 
have enjoyed being on the Parade and building 
up a steady customer base of local residents 
and	tourists. 	We	were	really	pleased	to	win	‘Best	
Independent Newcomer’ in Ben Howlett MP’s 
awards. 	There	is	a	great	community	feel	amongst	
the traders and we have welcomed three new 
businesses	to	our	fold	in	recent	months. 	'The	Deli	
In Widcombe' was taken over by local residents 
Nicky and Jon Ison in February who have a history 
of working in the food industry. They’ve turned 
it into a thriving and attractive place to have 
breakfast and lunch or just sit in the sun and enjoy 
coffee	and	will	be	taking	it	forward	in	the	next	
couple of months with the addition of more indoor 
seating. 	Jon’s	delicious	quiches,	which	he	bakes	
fresh	every	morning,	have	become	a	firm	favourite	
and are steadily gaining a reputation as the best in 
Bath!	Congratulations	for	their	award	in	the	same	
Ben Howlett Awards.

'B Hairdressing' opened the doors to their new 
salon in June following a refurbishment and have 
seen a regular stream of customers who are 
looking for that perfect cut, colour and blow-dry 

this side of the river. They held a fantastic opening 
party which was enjoyed by many.

Widcombe Social Club is now in full swing 
following re-opening and has already hosted 
many successful events which have included large 
crowds of people vying for tickets to see national 
and international comedians at The Bath Comedy 
Festival which runs throughout April.  This event 
is becoming a ‘must attend’ for existing and new 
comedy talent alike. 

The Mercy in Action charity shop has recently 
re-opened following a cheerful refurbishment and 
they are looking for donations and volunteers to 
their	worthy	cause. 	The	co-op	have	just	opened	
their doors to their new convenience store which 
is open from 7.00 AM until 11.00 PM daily providing 
those everyday essentials at times when it would 
normally be impossible to get a much needed 
comestible	late	in	the	night!

The word on the Parade is that some Widcombers 
haven’t ventured in this direction for some time so 
if that’s you please pop along and see us - there’s a 
lot	going	on!	

Simon Brown

Widcombe Calendar 2018
There will be no Widcombe calendar for 
2017 but the organisers hope to produce 
one next year. Any photographs you would 
like to be considered should be sent to 
widcombephoto@gmail.com with your name 
and contact details. Anyone wishing to help 
with the 2018 calendar should contact Helen 
Peter: hpeterwidcombe@gmail.com. 

Widcombe Parade  

6 
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Local History

Abridged from an article by Dr Linda 
Watts. Images copyright of Cleveland 
Pools Trust.

‘Captain’ Evans’ Tomb, Perrymead 
Catholic Cemetery
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A local business with over 30 years’ experience, 
offering quality bespoke joinery including:

 Timber windows
 Doors and frames
 Staircases and conservatories
 Storage solutions for the

modern home
 Experience of working with listed 

buildings 

 
Contact us on: 01225 318378  

www.newmansofbath.co.uk   •  Email: info@newmansofbath.co.uk
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PEOPLE AT WORK

“When I took voluntary 
redundancy from TV in 
2006	I	decided	to	follow	my	
childhood dream of becoming 
an illustrator. After an MA in 
Illustration I did many things 
including running workshops in 
museums	and	galleries.	I	finally	
developed a style and found 
out what I was good at and it 
was during this time that I saw 
how much pleasure people took 
from	‘flow	activity’.

‘Flow activity’ is where you are 
so involved in an activity you 
lose track of time, forget your 
worries and problems and feel 
serene. It’s the key to the art of 
colouring. Adults who colour are 
tapping into the ultimate form 
of relaxation. Many believe a 
child-like state – only achieved 
by	switching	off	completely	from	
the surrounding world – is the 
best way to escape everyday 
stresses.

My	books	are	filled	with	intricate	
drawings, based around a 
theme and all containing 
something hidden. ‘Tangle Bay’, 
for example, has a magical 
maritime theme, each image 
hiding a treasure worked into 
the	design	to	find	and	colour	in.

People also want outlets 
for creativity but may lack 
confidence	in	taking	that	first	
step with a blank sheet of 
paper.	And	many	find	it	a	form	
of	therapy	to	relieve	the	effects	
of illness or disability. My 
illustrations are a starting point. 
I leave space to extend the 
drawing or simply to add colour. 

‘You lose all sense of time passing. 
You get completely absorbed.’

Colouring Magic
In the first of a series on Widcombe people at work, TV producer 
turned illustrator, Jessica Palmer, talks to us about the craze for adult 
colouring books and her best-selling ‘Tangle’ book series.

The very notion of colouring 
may still seem rather bizarre 
to many adults but the books 
seem to have tapped into 
a need. Groups and clubs 
of colouring fanatics have 
sprouted up everywhere 
and on social media literally 
thousands of colourists 
across the world link up to 
compare	the	unique	pieces	
of artwork each 
has created from 
the illustrations in 
colouring books like 
the Tangle books. 

As life becomes more stressful, 
many of us are harking back to 
the innocence and escapism we 
felt as children. One thing is for 
sure, anything that relaxes us is 
a good thing.”  

Jessica’s third book ‘Tangle 
Magic – A Spellbinding 
Colouring Book with Hidden 
Charms’ is available in all 
good bookshops as well as 
from Amazon and the Book 
Depository. More about Jessica 
and her books can be found at: 
jessicapalmerart.com 
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THE PUMPSHED
Visit the Pumpshed for delicious 
homemade cakes, ice cream, 
hot & cold drinks and snacks

Open weekends and bank holidays 
from March to October and daily 
from June to end of September

Situated at Lock 11, Horseshoe Pond, 
Kennet and Avon Canal, Widcombe, Bath

Tel 01225 319743

One of the big events in Widcombe this year has been 
the opening of the new Widcombe 
Social Club  and to help 
celebrate the occasion the 
Widcombe Association 
chose to hold its Spring 
Meeting and AGM in one 
of the Club’s large and airy 
function rooms. Formal 
matters were kept to a 
minimum and members, 
glass of wine in hand, 
then visited various stalls 
showcasing	different	groups	
and activities that happen in 
Widcombe. It was also an opportunity for residents 
to meet neighbours and a guided tour of the building 
by Sir Peter Hendy, President of the WSC, later ended 
what was a very enjoyable evening. 

WA Spring Meeting and AGM

August 2016 Update from
Energy	Efficient	Widcombe’s	most	recent	project	

has been the survey of four non-residential 
premises in Widcombe - Prior Park Garden Centre, 
Ring o' Bells, Natural Theatre Company and St 
Matthew’s Church.  The surveys include thermal 
imaging, collecting and analysing data from 
electricity monitors and looking at the suitability 
of installing photovoltaic solar panels.  We’ve been 
helped with techy issues in this project by Philip 
Haile from Transition Bath. 

We’re also turning our attention to local senior 
schools - having previously worked with Widcombe 
Infants and Junior Schools where we promoted 
energy	efficiency	-	and	have	started	work	with	
Ralph	Allen	School.	We’re	delighted	to	find	strong	
support	from	the	Head	Teacher	and	many	staff	and	
hear that the Head Girl and Head Boy are taking 
our discussions to the school council in September.  
We’re	excited	to	see	how	it	rolls	out!

Finally, we’re sorry to say goodbye to our Co-
ordinator, Libby Sandbrook, but pleased to say we 
now have an excellent new Projects Co-ordinator, 
Amy Lunt, who has already picked up the reins for 
Energy	Efficient	Widcombe!		

Tim Williamson, Chair EEW

WIDCOMBE NEWS

  9 
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Indian 

Takeaway
PROVIDING THE BEST TASTING 

FOOD SINCE 1988

3 Sussex Place, Widcombe 
Parade, Bath BA2 4LA

Tel: 01225 337294
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RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATIONS

In the 18th & 19th century, barns, 
like churches, were an important 
part of the community and were 
often built with unpaid community 
labour.	Volunteers	with	specific	
skills were chosen to lead the 
project and younger members 
were encouraged to join in, giving 
that ‘family’ sense of community. 
As well as providing shelter for 
food and provisions throughout 
the long harsh winters the visual 
impact of the barn reminded the 
community that their key to survival was to work as 
a harmonious group. 

Standing at the end of St Mark’s Road, St Mark’s 
Community Centre certainly has the visual impact 
and as many will know the centre is used, amongst 
others,	by	Zenith	Youth	Theatre,	Bath	Dog	Club,	
Toddlers and for private functions as well.  As a 
charity, St Mark’s is managed by trustees who work 
hard to keep the centre open but they are now faced 
with many challenges; crumbling stonework, H&S 
compliance	and	dwindling	finances	to	name	a	few.	
To be a true Community Centre that directly meets 
the needs of Widcombe, the Trustees are seeking 
support from the residents and members of the 
Widcombe Association.

Perhaps, if you only have a couple of hours now 
and then, you could pick up a paint brush or a 

screwdriver or help with a bit of weeding? Your 
bag may be admin skills, managing/developing 
our website, or researching funding opportunities.  
Whatever, your support is needed and would 
certainly be appreciated.

St Mark’s Community Centre is in need of the same 
thinking that prevailed in the 18th & 19th century. 
On	Sunday	13th	November	from	4pm	to	6pm	we	will	
be hosting a ‘drop-in event’; an invitation for you to 
help us discuss the future that will make St Mark’s 
once again that ‘barn’ at the end of the road. 

More information at st-marks-cc.org.uk or 
chair@st-marks-cc.org.uk. 

Chris Jones, Chair to Trustees

Barn Raising
     Working Together

Widcombe Subway

St Mark’s Community Centre
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Join us for one hour, circular, fitness walks 
in and around the beautiful city of Bath. 

Every weekday lunchtime and Thursday 6.30pm. 
Starting from the best pubs and cafes including 

Widcombe Deli and The White Hart pub, Widcombe. 
Check our website for times and locations. 

www.walkingfitclub.com 
Cost £4.00 per walk. 

Contact Jane on 07866604341 for more details. 
Sign up for Jane’s weekly newsletter by emailing 

jane_braham@hotmail.com

Walking Fit Club

Intimate 18th-century garden with 
views over the city of Bath  

Feb - Oct open 7 days a week   
Nov - Jan open weekends only  
See website for opening times  
Call 01225 833977 for details 
nationaltrust.org.uk/prior-park  

#nationaltrust 
When you visit, donate, volunteer or join the National Trust, your support helps us to look 
after special places in the South West such as Prior Park, the Bath Skyline and Dyrham Park 
for ever, for everyone. 

© National Trust 2018. The National Trust is an independent registered charity, number 205846. Photography © National Trust\Anna Kilcooley. 

Prior Park Landscape Garden  
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Like the queen, I had an Official 
Birthday this year. Having 
commitments on my actual birthday, 

I decided to mark the occasion, which 
happened to be my 70th, with a humdinger 
of a party at a later date whilst bringing in 
much needed funds for my favourite venue, 
Widcombe Social Club.
And a humdinger it was, with 250 of my 
friends invited, including the fifty-strong 
Handbag of Harmony choir from Chester, 
with whom Lady Margaret has had frequent 
cultural intercourse.  Did you know that 
under her auspices Widcombe is twinned 
with the choir’s home territory, namely 
Chester’s Garden Quarter? This is an area 
of tightly packed Dolemeads-style brick 
terraces embodying a similar village spirit 
to our own dear Widders, what with their 
street parties and thriving independent 
businesses. Why, they even have a canal!
We used the whole building, including 
installing a harpist in the yard (fondly 

known as the Gnome Garden, named not 
for the kitsch figurines therein but for the 
stout bearded fellow who originally cleared 
the brambles)
The idea was that my thirsty chums 
would spend a deal of money in the club 
bars, as well as introducing this splendid 
community facility to the surprising 
number of Bathonians who are WSC 
virgins. Hopefully their cries of ‘Why, 
I never knew this place existed’ will 
transform into ‘Why don’t I have my 
birthday/wedding reception/wake here?’
The planned new catering facilities will 
attract many such events, and I hope my 
landmark anniversary helped swell the 
kitchen project coffers.
And yes, I did pipe a tear when the choir 
sang Happy Birthday, even though it was 
nearly three weeks after the real thing! 
■ Ralph Oswick

Observations on 
Widcombe Life

Wells Rd, Bath BA2 3AP  |  Telephone 01225 322810
Email: orders@greatwesternwine.co.uk

• widcombe hill • bath • ba2 6aa
0 1 2 2 5  3 3 8 0 5 3
whitehartbath.co.uk

WHITEHART
Fine food and affordable accommodation in 

the Historic City of Bath

Learn to Drive with

Widcombe

Driving School

Call Gary Norcott
01225 444166 or 07870 380262

• Friendly 
patient tuition

• 18 Year’s 
Experience

• Competitive Rates
• Highest Grade DfT Instructor
• Free Theory Training    • IAM Advanced Driver

Join us for a friendly stroll, making the most 
of the beautiful countryside on our doorstep.
We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of every 
month, starting at 10am at the west end of 
Widcombe Parade.
Walks last between 1-2 hours and are 
medium paced.
Come dressed for the weather, with suitable 
footwear and be prepared for a few climbs. 
All walks are free.

Widcombe Wayfarers

Organised by WA Events
www.widcombeassociation.org.uk/events

Dates: 10 October, 14 November, 
12 December 2018, 9 January, 
13 February, 13 March, 10 April 2019

Next Spring - Summer Widcombe 
Magazine will be available the first 
week in April
Copy deadline March
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WA Business

The Widcombe Association Autumn Meeting
will be held on

Thursday 18 October 2018 from 7:30 pm
at Widcombe Social Club

Providing an opportunity to meet committee members, be brought up to 
date on our finances and current activities and to discuss local issues.

All members and potential members (you can join on the night) are invited.

Speaker: Tom Boden, National Trust, General Manager Bath. will talk about 
the dam restoration project at Prior Park.

This is also a social occasion – wine and nibbles provided.

Members free. Guest tickets £3 
(refunded if you join the WA on the night)



44     AUTUMN - WINTER 2018 AUTUMN - WINTER 2018     45

  33 

HEALTH

Parenting young children is a demanding job and 
any family, irrespective of circumstances, can 
experience	difficulties	with	for	example,	feeding,	
post-natal depression or 
social isolation. 

In Bath, Health Visitors 
and Sure Start Children’s 
Centres provide services 
and support to all families 
with children under the 
age	of	five.	Whilst	other	
Children’s Centres in B&NES are run by the local 
authority, however, the Sure Start Children’s 
Centres in Bath West, which includes parts of 
Widcombe, are provided by First Steps. We work 
with parents, carers, and other professionals to 
provide additional support, tailored to a child 
and family’s particular needs, to ensure that 
all young children, irrespective of their needs 
and family circumstances, can reach their full 
potential in those crucial early years. 

Our Family Services team work alongside Health 
Visitors at feeding hubs (previously clinics) and 
provide specialist group-based activities for 

families. 
Where Health 
Visitors 
or other professionals identify families with 
additional needs, our Family Services team will 
work with the family directly to identify the 
issues and provide further help and support 
including home visits, groups and courses.

First Steps also provides nursery education and 
day care at three nurseries in Bath, suitable for all 
families, including working parents.

This year, because of reduced local authority funding 
and an increasing number of children needing 
additional support, we are running a fundraising 
campaign	to	raise	£45,000.	

This will provide:
• a full time professional 

member of staff to 
provide one-to-one 
support to young children 
who need extra support

• free midday meals for 
children of qualifying 
families in our day care 
provision

• additional toys, 
equipment and trips for 
all children accessing our 
services

As part of this fundraising 
campaign we have 10 places 
in the Vitality Bath Half 
Marathon, in March 2017.

If	you’d	like	to	find	out	
more about the services we provide or would 
be interested in supporting our fundraising 
campaign by donating, volunteering in other 
ways or to help with fundraising or perhaps 
even running the half marathon, please visit our 
website	at	www.firststepsbath.org.uk. 

‘If you have a 
child under five 
years old, First 
Steps, Bath is 
here for you’

‘As a charity 
and social 
enterprise all 
First Steps’ 
income – 
from nursery 
fees, the local 
authority 
and 
fundraising - 
is invested in 
the children.’

First Steps, Bath
A recent government report reveals that as many as 1 in 5 new mothers can 
suffer mental health issues. Here, Widcombe resident Sue Pendle, Chair of 
Trustees, tells us about First Steps, Bath, a local charity and social enterprise 
providing nursery day care and family support for families.
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St Mark’s Community Centre, St Mark’s Road, 
Widcombe,
Bath BA2 4PA
Charity No: 102949

Widcombe Acorns Pre-School
Providing full day-care for children between 

3 years and statutory school age.
Open to all local children regardless of  

race, colour, creed or ability.
www.widcombeacorns.org.uk

E: widcombeacorns.register@googlemail.com

Claverton St, 
Widcombe,
Bath BA2 4LE

All are very welcome at our service
on Sundays at 10.30am and young people in 

our Sunday school at the same time.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
SOCIETY, BATH

Please visit christiansciencebath.org.uk
for details of Wednesday meetings and information 
on Christian Science.

20, 28 November 2018, 6 December 2018
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St Thomas à Becket, Church Street
Traditional services at 10.30am every Sunday 

Family service: 14 October
Remembrance service: 11 November

Spoken Holy Communion (BCP) at 8.00am 
on 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.

St Matt’s, Widcombe Hill
Contemporary service every Sunday 

(Times vary, please see website for details)

Christmas services & events in our churches

www.widcombe.church

2nd
9th
15th
23rd

24th
25th

Carols by Laserlight
Live Nativity Service
Capella Nova Concert*
Christmas Celebration
Nine Lessons & Carols
Midnight Mass
Family Service
Holy Communion

5 pm
5 pm
7.30pm
10.30 am
5pm
11.30pm
10 am
10.45am

St Matt’s
St Thomas
St Matt’s
St Matt’s
St Thomas
St Thomas
St Thomas
St Thomas
*tickets WA events

December

Flamingo

Cards   Art   Gifts
Award Winning Independent Shop in Widcombe 

M N         P O

Colourful cards, art 
and gifts 

designed and 
produced locally 

Commissions welcomed 

7 Widcombe Parade, Bath, BA2 4JT 
www.flamingobath.co.uk    01225 333619
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10% discount for 
Widcombe Association 

members

Group Training
A motivating fitness community
with carefully structured sessions 
to suit all abilities.

10 group sessions per week, 
including mums only classes 
Wednesdays & Fridays at 9am.Wednesdays & Fridays at 9am.

4 Miles Court, Broadway, Widcombe, Bath, BA2 4JN

Lose Weight - Get Stronger - Eat Healthy - Live Longer

MOTIVATE ME!

Personal Training 
Our trainers have over 20 years’ 
experience using the most 
effective exercise techniques.


